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The USSEE newsletter enters a new stage. After a few months, we have refurbished the
format in order to make it a timelier and shorter communication tool for our membership.
We are trying to adjust to the perceived needs of the members; therefore, all of your
suggestions to improve this tool will be highly appreciated. You can address them to me
baguilar@neotropica.org or to our executive secretariat secretariat@ussee.org

We focus this issue mainly on our upcoming conference, hoping that you will be as excited
as we are about the outstanding potential that the planned program, keynote speakers,
venue, field trips, etc. have to offer a very rich experience this summer in Washington DC.
We are all looking forward to seeing you there.

Bernardo Aguilar-Gonzalez
Neotropica Foundation
Editor

The USSEE is one of ten regional professional organizations with the International Society
for Ecological Economics (ISEE) forming the world wide umbrella organization. All ecological
economics societies hold professional meetings that serve as a forum for exchanging
information, presenting cutting edge research results and advancing practical solutions
toward an ecologically sustainable and economically viable future.

Ecological Economics is the science of sustainability. It brings together academics and
practitioners from a variety of science and social science disciplines including biology,
ecology, chemistry, computer science, economics, management, sociology and philosophy.

The common goal of ecological economists is to improve theoretical models and practical
approaches to achieve long term economic and social well-being without undermining the
absorptive, regenerative and resource capacity of the natural environment.
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USSEE '09 CONFERENCE INFORMATION

A USSEE 2009 CONFERENCE

S 1ce and policy for a sustainable future

The 5th bi-annual conference of the United States Society for Ecological Economics (USSEE)
will be held at American University in Washington DC from May 31st to June 3rd 2009. The
conference theme, “Science and Policy for a Sustainable Future” intends to move the debate
from scientific discoveries and analysis to practical solutions and viable policies. Conference
participants will come from academia, the non-profit sector and the public sector with the
goal of advancing collaborations between the private, public and non-profit sector to
advance sustainability.

The range of topics the conference will address includes energy and alternative energy,
sustainable development, environment both human and non-human, climate change,
biodiversity, water, ecosystems, green chemistry. These topics are of paramount
importance for the formulation of policies by a new U.S. administration and other governing
bodies at the national, state and regional levels. This USSEE conference “Science and Policy
for a Sustainable Future” offers a unique opportunity to present cutting edge research about
ecological economics, assess the relevance of ecological economic principles, determine the
viability and relevance of ecological economics insights and principles for policy analysis,
and to help shape specific policies.

HIGHLIGHTS: SPEAKERS

Paul Anastas Paul Anastas is credited with establishing the field of green
chemistry during his time working for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency as the Chief of the Industrial Chemistry Branch
and as the Director of the U.S. Green Chemistry Program. Dr.
Anastas has published widely on topics of science through
sustainability.




Dayna Baumeister
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Herman Daly

Dayna is Co-founder of the Biomimicry Guild, a world leading
innovation company which draws on deep knowledge of biological
adaptations to help designers, engineers, architects, and business
leaders solve design and engineering challenges sustainably.

Dr. Costanza's research has focused on the interface between
ecological and economic systems, particularly at larger temporal
and spatial scales. This includes landscape level spatial simulation
modeling; analysis of energy and material flows through
economic and ecological systems; valuation of ecosystem
services, biodiversity, and natural capital; and analysis of
dysfunctional incentive systems and ways to correct them. He is
the author or co-author of over 300 scientific papers.

Herman Daly is an American ecological economist and professor
at the School of Public Policy of University of Maryland, College
Park.

Herman Daly has been named Adbuster Magazine's Person of the
Year. View his featured article, "Big Idea: Steady State
Economy" on the Adbusters website.

Jon D. Erickson is Associate Professor at the Rubenstein School of
Environment and Natural Resources and the Environmental
Program at the University of Vermont, and Fellow of the Gund
Institute for Ecological Economics. From 1997 to 2002 he was
Assistant Professor of Economics at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute where he helped build the first Ph.D. program in
Ecological Economics.

John M. Gowdy has been with the Economics Department at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute since 1982. He holds a B.A. in
Anthropology from American University, a Master's degree in
Community Planning from the University of Rhode Island, and an
M.A. and Ph.D. from West Virginia University. He has been a West
Virginia University Foundation Fellow and a Fulbright Scholar at
the Wirtschaftsuniversitat in Vienna. He has been a visiting
scholar at the Institut fir Wirtschaftsforschung in Munich, the
University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia, The Central
European University in Budapest, The Vrije University in
Amsterdam, and Tokushima University in Japan.
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Ellie Perkins

Richard B. Howarth is the Rosenwald Professor of Environmental
Studies at Dartmouth College and the Editor-in-Chief of Ecological
Economics. His work centers on the normative dimensions of
environmental issues with applications to topics such as energy
use, climate change, and ecological conservation.

Bill McKibben is an American environmentalist and writer who
frequently writes about global warming, alternative energy, and
the risks associated with human genetic engineering. Beginning in
the summer of 2006, he led the organization of the largest
demonstrations against global warming in American history.
McKibben is active in the Methodist Church, and his writing
sometimes has a spiritual bent.

Julie A. Nelson is an Associate Professor of Economics at the
University of Massachusetts Boston, USA, and a Senior Research
Fellow at the Global Development and Environment Institute at
Tufts University, USA. Nelson is best known for her work in
feminist economics, in which she investigates gender-laden
biases in the definition and methodology of economics, and the
implications of these biases for the economics of caring labor.

Richard B. Norgaard is Professor of Energy and Resources. He
received his B.A. in economics from the University of California at
Berkeley, M.S. in agricultural economics from Oregon State
University, and Ph.D. in economics from the University of Chicago
in 1971. Among the founders of the field of ecological economics,
his recent research addresses how environmental problems
challenge scientific understanding and the policy process, how
ecologists and economists understand systems differently, and
how globalization affects environmental governance. He has field
experience in the Alaska, Brazil, California, and Vietham with
minor forays in other parts of the globe.

Ellie Perkins is an economist concerned with the relationship
between international trade, the environment, and local
economies. She is interested in globalization, and how local
economies may grow as an antidote to international trade. She
also looks at international means of controlling air pollution in the
Arctic, and at the metals and minerals resource industries.
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Pavan Sukhdev is a Managing Director in the Global Markets
division of Deutsche Bank AG, based in London, having joined this
division in India in 1994. His assignments have included building
a leading financial markets business for the bank in India,
managing the Bank's money markets trading and liquidity across
Asia-Pacific, being COO for the Bank's Asian Global Markets
business from Singapore, and being COO for the Bank's global
Emerging Markets business based in London.

Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila is Associate Professor and Director of
the Fisheries Economics Research Unit at UBC Fisheries Centre.
He specializes in bioeconomics, marine ecosystem valuation and
the analysis of global issues such as fisheries subsidies, IUU
(illegal, unreported and unregulated) fishing and the economics
of high and deep seas fisheries.

Beth Sawin is a scientist, writer, teacher, and public speaker with
the Sustainability Institute, in Harland, VT. She brings systems
analysis together with an attention to vision, values, and human
purpose. She is a biologist with a PhD from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and influenced in systems dynamics and
sustainability from her mentor and SIs founder, Donella
Meadows.

Mr. Jari Vayrynen is an Operations Team Leader for the Carbon
Finance Unit of the World Bank. He oversees a wide portfolio of
carbon finance transactions. Mr. Vayrynen has worked with the
World Bank’s carbon finance operations since 2000 and has thus
extensive experience with the UNFCCC/Kyoto Protocol and the
global carbon market, including the Clean Development
Mechanism, Joint Implementation and Green Investment
Schemes.

HIGHLIGHTS: PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

CONFERENCE THEMES

Ecological Economics — theory and application of sustainable development
Policy, governance and institutions

Valuation - methods and issues

Environmental Impacts - climate change, water, biodiversity

Green solutions from regional and urban to micro and nano building blocks




KEYNOTES AND PANELS

Sunday, May 31st

2:00 - 3:30 PM

4:00 - 5:30 PM

Monday, June 1%t

9:00 - 10:30 AM

12:30 - 2:00 PM

Tuesday, June 2nd

9:00 - 10:30 AM

Wednesday, June 3rd

9:00 - 10:30 AM

12:30 - 2:00 PM

Opening Panel: Ecological Economics - Then and Now
Moderator: Karin Limburg
Panelists: Robert Costanza, John Gowdy, Beth Sawin, Rashid Sumaila

Green Chemistry: From Here to Sustainability
Paul Anastas

The Global Carbon Market - Good for Climate Change, Great for Development
Jari Véyrynen

Gender and "Scientific" Culture in Ecological Economics
Julie Nelson

From a Failed Growth Economy to a Steady-State Economy
Herman Daly

The Most Important Number in the World
Bill McKibben

Taking Stock of Nature's Value System: Ecology, Economics, and Life's Principles
Dayna Baumeister

Closing Panel: Ecological Economics - Staying the Course or Course Correction?
Moderator: Sabine O'Hara
Panelists: Richard Norgaard, Jon Erickson, Richard Howarth, Ellie Perkins

PARALLEL SESSION TOPICS

Ecosystem measurement and valuation

Theory and pedagogy

Climate and energy

Agroeconomics and resource management
Population growth and distribution

Sustainable development, trade and technology
Distributional issues, social and political ecology

A detailed list of accepted abstracts is available at the conference website. A detailed
agenda will also be posted shortly.
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HIGHLIGHTS: VENUE

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

The conference will be held at American University in Washington D.C.
Learn more about American University.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Accommodations are available through American University. We also have information
available on several hotels in the area.

View the accommodations page for more details.

TRANSPORTATION

There is metro transport to the venue available from Reagan National Airport.

TOURISM INFORMATION

Visit www.washington.org for tourist information
or visit American University's Getting Around Washington D.C. page.



http://www.ussee.org/conference09/venue_americanuniversity.php
http://www.ussee.org/conference09/accommodations.php
http://www.washington.org/
http://www.american.edu/dccampus/

HIGHLIGHTS: FIELD TRIPS

Area Field Trips include a Rock Creek Park hike, a downtown Washington, DC monument
walking tour and the National Building Museum: “Green Community”

INVITATION BY THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE

Dear ecological economics student community,

The 5th bi-annual conference of the United States Society for Ecological Economics (USSEE)
is coming up very soon! The conference will be held in Washington DC from May 31st to
June 3rd 2009.

This will be an exciting opportunity for students to get up to date with recent research in
the area, to meet your peers and create collaborations for future research work.

This year’s conference is particularly interesting, focusing on “Science and Policy for a
Sustainable Future”. There is a great list of keynote speakers, namely Herman Daly, Dayna
Baumeister and Bill McKibben.

The USSEE worked to provide a very attractive registration price ($120) for student
members. Furthermore, the USSEE worked with the American University to have residence
hall rooms available at a rate of $60 to $85 per person and per night.

I would like to encourage you to take advantage of this great opportunity and hope to you
at the USSEE conference!

Inés Lima Azevedo

REQUEST FOR AUCTION ITEMS

As in 2007, we will hold an auction with items donated by members. Please bring things to
auction! Memorabilia, books, artwork -- anything (within reason!) is welcome.

- K. LIMBURG

USEE ELECTION RESULTS

We announce the results for the board election. The following members have been elected
for the 2009-2010 period:

- President Elect: Jon Erickson;

- Secretary Treasurer: Robert Richardson;
- Member at Large: David Ervin;

- Member at Large: Paula Sweeden;

- Student Representative: Ida Kubiszewski.

IS OBAMA OLD SCHOOL OR NEW? by Susan Arterian Chang

This piece, from the IEE Spectrum blog, is cited at the Gund Institute for Ecological
Economics’ web site. It posed important questions on the approach that the Obama
administration began shaping at the beginning of the administration. Chang began her piece
by stating a basic question and summarizing some of the main positions that can be related
with our transdiscipline when evaluating the administration’s policy proposals toward the
automobile industry:
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“Is Obama just another neo-Keynesian or a follower of the emerging school of
ecological economics?

Ecological economics attempts to assign a positive value to goods and services that
promote the well being of the planet and a negative one to those that degrade it. This
unapologetically values-oriented approach to the hitherto dismal science is gaining real
currency in the post carbon world. Ecological economists (among them former World Bank
economist Herman Daly and University of Vermont Gund Institute Director Robert Costanza
) advocate for replacing "Gross Domestic Product" with the "Genuine Progress Indicator."
Says Costanza in a recent paper, “True development should be defined in terms of the
improvement of sustainable quality of life, not merely improvement in material
consumption.”

In a recent posting on the Post Carbon Institute website, "Economists without a Clue,” peak
oil theorist and ecological economics proponent Richard Heinberg maintains that old- school
free marketers and their neo-Keynesians counterparts are currently in a battle to shape
policy responses to the current financial crisis. Neither one is on the right track, according
to Heinberg. In a second posting, “"Transport: Time to Think Outside the Metal Box,” he
warns that while we should be concerned about the welfare of the workers who depend on
failing US auto manufacturers, pouring money into the industry to build yet more cars,
however fuel efficient, is a suboptimum redeployment of scarce resources.”

The piece criticized the push from the administration for “$50 million in loan guarantees to
help the auto industry retool, develop new battery technologies and produce the next
generation of fuel efficient cars here in America. It cited and continued” Heinberg counters:
“Autoworkers do need jobs, but propping up a failing 20th century industry is a waste of
money at this point. Public transit, urban redesign, and low-cost community rideshare
programs will help far more in the long run.”

Will a true ecological economist find his or her way into Obama’s inner circle?

We will know when we see a truly holistic, post-Keynesian solution to the domestic auto
industry crisis emerge from the new administration, one that redirects resources away from
the old car culture and into mass transit infrastructure, equipment and technologies.”

The questions posed remain valid in view of the policies that have followed since, including
the most recent actions of the administration and its automobile task force regarding
Chrysler’s situation.
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The May 1, 2009 Los Angeles Times editorial states that president Obama’s “optimism
reflects a belief that, even though Chrysler has filed for bankruptcy protection, the sweeping
cuts agreed to by workers and banks will help the automaker emerge quickly and compete
successfully over the long haul. Chrysler's prospects will certainly brighten as a result of the
deal, which would buy out commercial lenders at 29 cents on the dollar, convert about $8
billion in taxpayer loans to equity and pay a retiree healthcare fund with company stock
instead of cash. But the plans for a "New Chrysler" seem to overlook the most important
factor in the company's survival: making cars that people want to buy.

In essence, the administration is pinning its hopes for Chrysler on Fiat's ability to make
more fuel-efficient engines and smaller cars. Under the deal brokered by Obama's
automobile task force, the Italian automaker will get 20% of Chrysler in exchange for its
technology and overseas dealership network. It will receive an additional 10% if it uses U.S.
factories to manufacture high-tech engines and a car capable of getting 40 miles per gallon.
But making more efficient engines and higher-mileage cars won't necessarily yield products
that are compelling to U.S. consumers. Increasing fuel efficiency is a laudable government
policy that American car buyers have yet to embrace in a meaningful way. The demand for
small cars rises when the price of gasoline spikes, and it tumbles when gas prices fall.”



http://www.publicpolicy.umd.edu/facstaff/faculty/Daly.html
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Significant elements of the Obama administration’s environmental agenda can be found in
the Environmental Protection Agency’s web site.

Is there an inconsistency between the actions to save the automotive industry and the
leadership that the new administration has committed to embrace in climate change issues?
Can the United States afford to make a more radical transition and minimize the
undesirable potential social effects? How can ecological economists help resolve these
questions and turn their theories into viable policy proposals that are useable in these
times? Our biannual meeting this June will certainly provide a timely forum for such
discussions.

FROM THE NY TIMES: MR. SODDY’S ECOLOGICAL ECONOMY by
Erick Zencey

In a remarkable Op-Ed piece, Eric Zencey (a professor of historical and political studies at
Empire State College) reminded us, in the NY Times April 11" edition, of the applicability of
ecological economic ideas in current times.

His provocative article begins by evoking the work of Frederick Soddy as appropriate to
more deeply analyze the current situation of financial crisis. Further he uses the work of
Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen. Synthesizing, he says “Following Soddy, Georgescu-Roegen
and other ecological economists argue that wealth is real and physical. It’s the stock of cars
and computers and clothing, of furniture and French fries that we buy with our dollars. The
dollars aren't real wealth, but only symbols that represent the bearer’s claim on an
economy'’s ability to generate wealth. Debt, for its part, is a claim on the economy’s ability
to generate wealth in the future. "The ruling passion of the age,” Soddy said, “is to convert
wealth into debt” — to exchange a thing with present-day real value (a thing that could be
stolen, or broken, or rust or rot before you can manage to use it) for something immutable
and unchanging, a claim on wealth that has yet to be made. Money facilitates the
exchange; it is, he said, “the nothing you get for something before you can get anything.
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He poignantly continues, “Problems arise when wealth and debt are not kept in proper
relation. The amount of wealth that an economy can create is limited by the amount of low-
entropy energy that it can sustainably suck from its environment — and by the amount of
high-entropy effluent from an economy that the environment can sustainably absorb. Debt,
being imaginary, has no such natural limit. It can grow infinitely, compounding at any rate
we decide...”

“Soddy would not have been surprised at our current state of affairs. The problem isn't
simply greed, isn’t simply ignorance, isn’t a failure of regulatory diligence, but a systemic
flaw in how our economy finances itself. As long as growth in claims on wealth outstrips the
economy’s capacity to increase its wealth, market capitalism creates a niche for
entrepreneurs who are all too willing to invent instruments of debt that will someday be
repudiated. There will always be a Bernard Madoff or a subprime mortgage repackager
willing to set us up for catastrophe. To stop them, we must balance claims on future wealth
with the economy’s power to produce that wealth. How can that be done?”

The most controversial proposal that he rescues is “to stop banks from creating money (and
debt) out of nothing. Banks do this by lending out most of their depositors’ money at
interest — making loans that the borrower soon puts in a demand deposit (checking)
account, where it will soon be lent out again to create more debt and demand deposits, and
so on, almost ad infinitum.

One way to stop this cycle, suggests Herman Daly, an ecological economist, would be to
gradually institute a 100-percent reserve requirement on demand deposits. This would



http://www.epa.gov/progress/

begin to shrink what Professor Daly calls “the enormous pyramid of debt that is precariously
balanced atop the real economy, threatening to crash.””

This controversial policy proposal can be discussed with Dr. Daly himself at his talk “From a
Sailed-Growth Economy to a Steady-State Economy” which will take place during the
conference lunch on June 1% (12:30-2:00 PM) at the Mary Gray Center.

The complete Op-ed. piece by professor Zencey can be found at the New York Times
website.

LINKS INFORMATION

The USEE website has more information on education and working papers, news and
events, and job postings.

You can also visit the International Society for Ecological Economics website for more
information of this kind.

If you would like to post a link or ad in this newsletter, please contact Marsha Kopan
(secretariat@ussee.org) from the USSEE secretariat or the editor
(baguilar@neotropica.org).
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